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What time is it?  It’s Advent!

1.  Time to put away the works of night

2.  Time to put on the weapons of light

How many clocks do you have?  Do you have one in your bedroom?  Do you have one in your vehicle?  Do you have one in your office?  Do you have one on your wrist?  Or do you just use your cell phone to tell you the time?  Hand in hand with clocks are calendars.   How many calendars do you have?   Do you have one in your home?  Do you have one in your office?  Do you keep clock and calendar electronically on a PDA or do you just use your cell phone?  Clocks and calendars.  So many.   Why?

We have a ridiculous number of timepieces in our lives because, as a society, we are obsessed with what time it is.  We are a society of schedulers…no…more than that.  We are over-schedulers.  We have hundreds of places to be and we have to be there on time.  And so we absolutely must know what time it is and what day it is because the time on the clock and the date on the calendar dictate what we’re doing at that particular moment in time.  Imagine spending a day without any clocks at all!  Imagine ridding yourself of calendars altogether!  If you don’t know the time, a building sense of panic sets in.  What time is it?  What day is it?  Am I late?  Am I early?  We need clocks because we absolutely need to know what time it is.  We need a calendar so that we know what day and what month it is.  
The Christian Church also keeps time.  We follow a church year, a church year that begins this very day.  You may have not known it before you got here, but by now you’re completely aware of what time it is.  It is Advent.  The church year begins by looking back at the events that happened when God entered into time from eternity and became one of us so that he could save all of us.  

And fittingly, the epistle reading chosen for this first Sunday of Advent comes to us from Paul, who talks about…guess what…time.  

And do this, understanding the present time.  The hour has come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed.  The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.  So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  
And do this…our text states.  “Do what?” is the natural question.  Paul has just told the Romans to obey the government and submit to the authorities.  He has reminded them to love one another continually.  He has just told them to do things that are not easy to do.  In fact, in the eyes of this world, they’re just plain foolish.  This world says, “I will obey the government as long as they don’t infringe on my human rights or tell me to do something that I don’t think I should have to do.”  This world says, “I will act toward someone as they act toward me.  If they play nice, I’m nice back.  But if they’re nasty, I’m nasty back at them.”  So why should a Christian do these absurd things?  Because they understand what time it is—it’s time to wake up from slumber.  

Highway hypnosis happens when a straight road and a tired driver join forces.  The dashing yellow lines and the hum of tires on asphalt can lull a driver into unintentional sleep.  Fortunately, most highways now come with that rumble strip on the side.  Without the jarring vibration and loud noise, many drivers would simply drift off of the road and into the ditch.  
This sinful world creates a hypnosis for Christians by surrounding us with the soothing noises of our own sinful natures.  Sin is a familiar sound to us.  And when we’re not regularly listening to the voice of God to keep us awake, we drift into spiritual slumber.  We go right back into the rhythms that we’re so familiar with and without a wake-up call, we would drive right into the ditch of destruction.  

Paul is the rumble strip this morning.  He wants us to wake up.  He wants us to look at the time.  It’s Advent, a time when we remember Christ’s first appearance into this world, but Advent is also a time to remember that Christ will make an appearance into this world again when he comes again.  

The Last Day is closer every day.  The day when we will be delivered from this sinful world is getting closer with every tick of the clock and every turn of the calendar.  This sinful world is almost over.  The darkness that has enveloped mankind for thousands of years is very soon going to give way to a glorious new day of eternal perfection.  
And so it’s time for us to wake up.  It’s time for us to put away the deeds of darkness, the works of night.  Paul has quite the list for us of what he means by deeds of darkness.  He continues:
Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 
The pictures that Paul paints here are vivid.  By “orgies” he refers to the late-night pub crawls of Greek and Roman societies.  A noisy parade of drunks through the streets in the wee hours of the morning in honor of the God of wine.  Alcohol is great at removing boundaries.  A few drinks creates a desire for a few more.  Judgment is left by the wayside.   The boundaries of sexuality that God established around marriage are removed and adultery occurs.  The word that Paul uses for debauchery means a lack of limits—human beings acting like animals in a survival-of-the-fittest mindset.  Dissension and jealousy go hand and hand.  Someone is better or bigger or smarter or richer than I am and I must level the playing field by knocking them down a notch or two.  Add alcohol to the mix and you get a bar fight.  
It all goes together and it all still happens—mostly at night—in cities and towns across the world.  Nothing has changed.  The police expect this behavior at night and so do we.  But it would seem odd to see a drunken pub-crawl down Sunrise at noon.  These are deeds of darkness.  They take place at night because in our heart of hearts we know that they are wrong and we want no one to see them.  

But Paul is not giving an exhaustive list here of the works of night.  This list is just indicative of what happens when we do what comes naturally to our sinful nature.  These are all sins of selfishness.  Selfishness is the soothing sound of this sinful world and therefore the native language of our sinful nature.  

 I want to drink more because I don’t feel like being sober right now.  I want to cheat on my spouse because I’m not getting what I want from them.  I want to gossip and backstab because I don’t like this other person or what they make me and my family look like in comparison.  I have to bring them down from their high position and cover them in mud so that I feel better about myself.  

These are works of night.  They are works.  They are things that we ourselves have done.  They are works of night because they are things that we know should be covered up.  And we try to cover our deeds not with darkness but with excuses!  
And we are full of them.  The ones Paul gave us were obvious.  But there are loads of them that we do every day that aren’t so obvious.  

I want to spend all of the money that I earned for myself on myself.  I want to have everything that I see around me because I am not happy with what I have and so I want more.  I want to neglect my spouse and my children because they don’t make me happy.  They only burden my life with responsibility and obligation and I don’t have enough time for myself.  I want to stay away from Bible Class because I’m just bored by more God stuff on a Sunday morning and I already spent my hour here.  I want to go to brunch and then I want to sit in front of the game because that’s what I want to do.  
So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Put them aside.  Drop them.  If we have to drop them, it indicates that they were things that we were holding onto in the first place.  These are the deeds that we do, the things that we are so utterly capable of.  

It is time to take of the works of night and put on the weapons of light.  These are weapons, tools to be used to defend against an enemy.  A soldier does not make his own weapons.  They are given to him to use from someone outside of himself.  

You did not make the weapons of light that Paul encourages you to put on like armor this morning.  They were made for you by a master craftsman and given to you at great cost to the supplier.  Paul so fittingly says, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.

Did any of you make your clothes this morning from scratch?  Did you pick the cotton in the field and process it?  Did you dye it and weave it.  Did you cut out the pattern and stitch it together to fit you?  No you did not.  Nor did any of us make the clothes of righteousness that we are wearing this morning.  

When we were baptized, we were given a perfect robe.  You were dirty, scarred and ugly when you came to that font.  You were beautiful when you left.  Your dirt had been removed, covered over by the perfect cleanliness of Christ.  Your scars that you inflicted on yourself by your stupid and selfish decisions were covered over by his scars—scars which showed the price he paid for your stupidity.  Your ugly selfishness was covered over by Christ’s beautiful selflessness.  
And that robe of righteousness that you wear because of your baptism is all the armor you need to fight against the darkness.  On your own you are ill-equipped to fight anyone, let alone the roaring lion of Satan.  But Christ has given you all of the things that you lacked.

Christ has given you his self-control to use as your own.  You are actually now capable of staying within the boundaries that God has lovingly given to you.  You don’t have to scratch the itch.  You can actually say no to temptation because he said no to temptation.  Christ has given you his selflessness to use as your own.  He has taken care of everything that you would have had to worry about so that you have nothing to worry about.  And now, freed of having to worry about yourself and protect yourself, you can concern yourself with the needs of others. 

But most of all, Christ has given you his perfection to use as your own.  It is a salve when we fall asleep at the wheel, when the works of darkness flow so effortlessly from our hearts to our minds to our hands.  It reminds us that all of our dark deeds have been paid for.  
It is such wonderful armor that Jesus has given to each of us in our baptisms.  It is the armor of light.  You know, light always wins.  Something as small as the flame of a match is powerful enough to send darkness hurtling.  The night may seem long and endless and the dawn may seem so slow in coming, but the dawn always comes.  

The day of Christ will come.  It’s on it’s way.  The bedside alarm is going off.  We needed to hear it this morning, because we would have kept on sleeping otherwise.  Remember what time it is.  It’s one day closer to eternity.  It’s time to wake up.  It’s time to put down the deeds of darkness.  It’s time to remember our baptisms, to clothe ourselves with Christ.  It’s time to pick up the weapons of light.  

AMEN.

